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Multiple marriage forms and intergenerational relationship adjustment in contemporary Chinese rural

areas on the unevenness of patriarchal family transformation

ZHOU Xincheng

(School of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)
Abstract: In the 21st century, diversified forms of marriage have emerged in rural China. On the one hand, the traditional "mar-
riage by marriage" has changed accordingly in the social transformation; on the other hand, new forms of marriage such as "paral-
lel family marriage" and "two-headed marriage" have emerged in some regions. On the other hand, new forms of marriage, such
as "parallel family marriage" and "double marriage," have emerged in some areas. The different forms of marriage differ greatly in
terms of marriage contraction, residence patterns, and family and kinship relations. Moreover, the changes in the forms of mar-
riage in contemporary China are characterized by clear regional differences, with their own formation foundations. Intergeneration-
al relations also show different changes and adjustments in different forms of marriage. Through the changes in marriage forms
and the adjustment of intergenerational relations, it can be found that the transformation of the patriarchal family in contemporary
China is unbalanced in terms of regions, urban and rural areas, and classes. When studying the path of modernization and trans-
formation of the Chinese families, and formulating appropriate family policies to defend the family and promote the process of so-
cial equality, we should take into account the unbalanced reality of family changes, and have both a general and a regional perspec-
tive.

Keywords: Forms of marriage; Parallel family marriage; Two-way marriage; Intergenerational relations; Patriarchy
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